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Heraclitus Ridens : 


AT 
A Dialogue berween Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Gurlday, January the 24th. 1682. 


ELL faid, Fobn! thou’t ne’re 

have done, till thou haft thy 

Reward. We. expected from 

thee a Vindication of Ignoramus 
the firft of high, renown, and here we have a 
nonfenfically {editious Libel, under the Title of 4 
Letter from an Ignoramus to bis Correfpondent, dated 
December 6. 1682, that’s next year. 

Feft. °Tis a pretty Title. 

Earn. Yes, yes, and he having written a Letter 
to bis Correfpondent at Algier, by which he got a 
great name, W. F.had reafon to chufe it for a Title 
to his Pamphlet, otherwife by the matter of the 
fir Page it might have been called An exact 
Narrative of John Willmore’s Vomiting and Loofe- 
nefs. 

Ps Then I perceive you have read it; pray 
what’s in’t? 

. Earn. Truly, I came to it with great expecta- 
tion of fome kind of defence for that notorious 
Ignoramus having often met with fome of the 
Llnder-wits of that Panel, who threatned what 
their Foreman could have done, if he had not 
been taken up, and what he would do, if he got 
out of Limbo. Nay fome almoft faid, the defign in 
committitig him was only to prevent his publica- 
tion of fuch a Defence. 

Felt. The Mountains, I find then, are brought 
to bed; and troth I think I am come to the Gof- 
fipping. Youarefo tedious; prethee, fall to. 

Earn. He begins then with his Name and Cha- 
ra¢ter,and ca'ls him a Citizen and Common-Coun- 
cil-man of Londen, but the laft might as well have 
been left out 3 for his Neighbours are too carcful of 
the repute of their Ward to be reprefented by him 
again. But he goes on to give a confufed ftory of his 
fufferings, beginning in the middle,and coming to 
the beginning when he has done the latter half. 1 
fee nothing at allin his cafe different from others 
that are committed to the Tower accufed of High 
Treafon, but only that on the day of bis caption 
(.as he words it) be was taken with a vebement 
Vomiting and a Loofene{s, but foon after he gives 
an Account how his Loofenefs left, bim. 

Fe. He, does not fay any thing. of making 
Water, does he? becaufe I have feen many a 
lafty Cur troubled with a Lask and Diabetes too, 
when they have come near the Gallows. 

Earn. Nota word. But I’m. afraid our Author 


had no true account of his cafe, for he fays at firft,be 
was confined fo clofe for near fix weeks, that he wat 
not fuffered to fee or {peak to any Friend or Relation, 
other than bis Wife, and yet about twenty lines 
after he grants, that in fourteen days time, Dottor 
or Apothecary rere admitted. 

Jef. But you branded this Paper for feditious. 
How prove you that ? 

Earn. Thus; after he has infinuated his Friends 
Proteftantifm, he fays, “ The Jefuits had a defign 
“toforge a Prdteftant Plot, tells the feveral de- 
vices and methods, which he takes to be ufeful 
totheir Proje: and then does all along charge 
the Courts of Juftice with favouring the defign, 
by committing many, profecuting others,and con- 
demning one, whom none but fuch an Ignoramus 
would have pronounced innocent. Particularly, in 
Wilmore’s bufinefs, he fays, “ The Witneffes were 
** put to give their teftimony in open Court, with 
‘a defign (’tis believed ) to awe the Jury; and; 
“if poflible, to bring them under a neceifity of 
“ finding the Bill. 

Feft. But why fo! It muft be the Law and their 
Oath that were in the Plot, and if they had-had 
any regard for either, they might have put an 
awe and neceflity upop them. 

Earn. The reft of his Pamphlet is a Hiftory-of 
the Ignoramufes that fucceeded him, and fignifies 
only that the Government might be fick in that 
part, and the Remedy that is now applying is highly 
neceffary. 

Jet. But I hear he pretends ftill to the Com- 
mon-Council-manfhip, and {trutted to the Quett 
and Guild- Hall with his half-headed Mermidons 
about him, as if he had not been turn’d out by 
as fair a Wardmote as ever was held. 

Earn. You muti know he has a Spirit of Go- 
venrment upon him and wants nothing but a Call; 
fo that I thivk we had beft recommend him to 
Prince Tapski, tor fome Office among the Affociati, 
a diffatished and rebellious Clan, who have lately 
made him their Head. 

Fe. Now you talk of that, did you hear the 
grave Anfwer given to the Collectors for the 
building of St. Pauls, it was to this effeét, That 
be would do any thing for the SECURITY of 
the Proteftant:Keljgion, but beknew not what Paul's 
might come to. So that they got nothing, at leaft, 
at that time. 

Earn. 





Earn. Do you think he was afraid it fhould be 
turn’d to a Stable, as when the Affociated alias Co- 
venanting Proteftants had it? 

Fet. No fures he ( good man ) has rub’d 
through fuch timesas thofe, without any great 
fuffering ; but ’tis Popery, Poperys what if Mafs 
fhould be faid there once! 

Earn. God forbid it ever fhould! but I can’t 
but think a man of fo great forefight, and who 
muft have feen what effectual courfes his Majefty 
has taken to obviate any fuch mifchief, cannot 
have ferioufly any apprehenfions that way. And 
methinks one that had con’d over the Canticles, 
‘to find a Text to exhort.a moft Honourable Af- 
fembly to take care of Scotland, might have found 
one as apt to perfuade the adorning as well as 
fecuring the eftablifh’d Religion. 

Feft. Pray explain your felf. 

Earn. Alll fay, is that thofe words, We have a 
little Sifter and (he bath no breafts, what fball we do 
for our Sifter, &c. do not more plainly infer the ne- 
ceffity of examining the condition of a Neighbour 
Nation, than #* will make thee borders of Gold with 
fiuds of Silver, and twenty more like it, do per- 
fuade the re-edifying of St. Paul's Cathedral. The 
Church all along being defcribed not only black 
but comely, not only terrible as an Army with ban- 
ners, but fair and pleafant for delights. 

Fet- Prethee don’t be fo fober. Let’s leave 
him and his man Joba together, and talk alittle 
news that’s common to the reft of the World. 
Do you hear of the new Abhorrers, Affociation- 
Abhorrers ? 

Earn. That was 2 frightful Name, *tis true, 
once; but the World is mended fince that, and 
men fear not to exprefs their duty, let unquict 
people put what Name they pleafe upon them. 
Thefe are Abhorrers of Treafon as the others were 
Of Sedition. 

Fe. God blefs ’m! I read over that Affocia- 
tion again rother dey, and obferv’d that nothing 
was wanting to it but figning and fcaling, to 
have made us the perfecteft Slaves upon the Earth: 
for thofe who according to that Scheme of Vil- 
lany were to have been vetted with the Power of 
Command, might have done and enjoy’d what they 
lift; for Idon’r find they were to have been limi- 
ted or made {ubject to any Law, but to have had 
an abfolute Defpotical Power as well over thofe 
difloyal Wretches that fhould have confign’d 
themfelves to them by this Inftrument, as over 
thofe they fhould force, by their help, to fubmit 
to them. 

Earn. A bleffed change we fhould have had, no 
doubt ; His Majetty might yet have been now and 
then mock’d with a Petition, under the ftile of his 
Majefties moft Loyal and Dutiful Subjedts. 

Fet. It brings to my mind a $ that was 
made by the Kaight of the T who about the 
time that this Dclign may be thought to be on 
foot , went over into Soxthwark, to favour the 
Caufe of Squire B. when he ftood for Patliament- 








man, fpeaking to feveral Inhabitants, he faid in 
a canting Tone accommodated to the Auditory, 
Gentlemen , I cannot fay, but that the other two 
whom you chofe lat, and now ftand Candidates for 
the choice are very bonelt men but fays he farther, 
We now want hardy Reprefentatives ; fich as will 
effeciually do the bufinefs of the King and King- 
dom, and then dabbing the Squire upon the 
fhoulder, fays he, Here is your man: cx to that 
purpofe. AndI think the meaning of this wor- 
thy Speech has been fufficiently explained by the 
happy difcovery of this damnable and hellith 
Whiggith Plot. 

Earn. But can you think the Knaves and Fools 
that had bor’d their Ears and bound themfelves 
eternal Apprentices, would have" led lives more 
free or more happy for this? 

Jet. *Thas been already obferv’d, thofe that 
love the Treafon hate the Traytors. You can’t 
think their Patroons ( for fo the Patriots muft 
have been called, when Lives and Fortunes had 
been deliver’d up fo implicitly under Hand and 
Seal ) would have trutted their Waffals with a 
Power of retrieving their loft Liberty. But they 
might ¢’en have known when they were well. 

Earn. Rather thanks be given to Providence 
that has yet preferved thofe deluded Wretches 
from felling themfelves for nought; that has 
fhew’d them the bottomlefs Miferies into which 
they were unadvifedly about to plunge themfelves, 
and forc’d them from the Precipice from whence 
< ead had leap’d, the Englith Liberty had been 
oft. 


Feft So that I find an Afficiation is but another 
word for a Confiracy, fometimes. 

Earn. Very true! They have altered the very 
fignification of words: a Patriot is made to de- 
note a ftickling, wanton, dilguited Fop, that 
thinks he deferves fome place or other of which 
( Heaven and the King know ) he is in no wife 
capable. A Papift (at lealt in Mafquerade) is every 
Loyal man; whofe true Chriftian Charity thall be 
faid to be meant for Merit and Supererogation y his 
deference to the opinion of his Superiours fhall be 
called Implicit Obedience, his profound Reverence 
to the Sacrament fhall be named Adoration. 

Feft. But prethee what is the new definition of 
a True Proteftant ? 

Earn. Any man that can call the Pope, Whore 
of Babylon and all the Beafis in the Revelation, (if 
he will but give one tug towards pulling up the 
Government by the roots ) is one of their true 
Proteftants ; whillt thofe Perfons that do oppofe 
that Idolatrous Religion with the moft irrefragable 

ts thall yet be called, as it ferves a turn, 
Popifely affefied. In (hort, they have found fo 
many ways to put popularly ill Characters and fu- 
fpicions upon the beft men they like not, that the 
Rout follows ‘em without further confideration. 
*Tis but Hoop and Halloo, and the Game’s run 


London, Printed fer B. Tooke. 1682. . 











